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4 February 1953 – 30 June 2025

Tribute
The BSMT Committee was shocked and saddened to hear that Jim Lindsay had died after a short illness. In this tribute Valerie Bevan, former Chair of the BSMT, shares insights into Jim’s life on their behalf.
Jim was a founding member of the BSMT and served as the BSMT Secretary for many years retiring from the committee in 2022. I met Jim at the BSMT’s inaugural meeting in Nottingham in 1985 and joined the committee shortly after. Jim remained a staunch supporter of the BSMT and diagnostics industry, attending the more recent BSMT conferences as our guest. The Committee has much admired Jim’s intellect and knowledge and his passing represents both a personal and professional loss — we have lost a valued friend and a key supporter of the society we care deeply about.
There have been many tributes to Jim from the BSMT Committee, and two past presidents who knew Jim well have also added their recollections including from Dr Robert George and Professor Eric Bolton. Rob knew Jim since joining the BSMT Committee in 1985 becoming its President from 1997 until 2012. He was pleased that he had been able to spend time socialising and reminiscing with Jim at this year’s BSMT Conference. Eric recalled that Jim had invited him to give his first lecture for the BSMT at Colindale and had also played golf with him, Jim’s favourite sport.
Jim’s academic and practical interest in microbiology began at Liverpool University in 1971 and subsequently at the R&D department at Mast Laboratories (now Mast Group) in Bootle, Merseyside. Shortly after being appointed in 1974, he worked on Mast’s behalf with another founding member, Michael Croughan (long term BSMT Treasurer) developing and comparing bacterial identification and susceptibility testing methods in local laboratories including at Liverpool Royal Infirmary where Michael was Laboratory Manager. The techniques used at that time were mainly disc diffusion techniques which remain current practice in many laboratories. This was of course long before the progression to semi-automated and automated methods.
Jim moved from the R&D department into marketing, rising through the ranks at Mast to become Managing Director of Mast International, where he was Head of Customer Services, Marketing and International Sales.  He retired in 2014.
Apart from his professional life, Jim placed great value on family life. He met Sue at University and they were married for 45 years living in Stockton Heath in Cheshire. Their two sons, Stephen and Daniel with wives Caroline and Alison, have four children between them. Jim loved being a grandad and was especially close to the eldest granddaughter Isobel who was old enough to understand the enormity of her grandfather’s illness. Sue commented that shortly before he died, Isobel had been proudly showing him the many Guide badges she had earned.
Seventeen years ago, Jim suffered a serious illness, and those around him did not expect him to recover but Jim had other ideas. Sue said it was his sheer determination and stubbornness of spirit that pulled him through. Sadly, this time he was unable to overcome the disease to which he succumbed. Sue said his condition deteriorated very rapidly and he passed away in the early hours of Monday 30 June. We send our sincere condolences to Sue and her family.
The funeral was held on Monday 21 July at 12.00 at Walton Lea Crematorium, Chester Rd, Higher Walton, Warrington, WA4 6TB followed by the Wake at one of Jim’s favourite places Lymm Golf Club, Whitbarrow Rd, Lymm, WA13 9AN.
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